
Presented By

#myprideis
Use the hashtag above to share what pride means to you or why you support pride.  You can also 
submit your story anonymously at the Louisville Pride Festival. Submissions will be collected 
anonymously for publication by the Louisville Pride Foundation.





1909
C.H. Poindexter and Frank Moore, two African American men of 
the age of consent, are convicted of sodomy after engaging in oral 
sex. They remarkably appealed the ruling, which went all the way to 
Kentucky’s highest court.  Judge W.E. Settle concluded that the state 
sodomy statutes indeed did not cover oral sex, and their convictions 
were dismissed.  Oral sex between two men would remain legal 
in Kentucky until 1974.  Lesbian sexual activity has never been 
criminalized in Kentucky except for the period 1974-1992.



April 1922
The Louisville Courier-Journal publishes a 
groundbreaking column about a man who owned 
a music store in a small town outside of Louisville.  
As a young boy he'd been bullied unmercifully, 
but the town folk eventually accorded him some 
respect after seeing how well he cared for his aging 
and ailing mother.  Although the column never 
calls him a homosexual, it contains so many code 
words and phrases that no modern reader can 
assume otherwise.

The first known gay bar, the Beaux 
Arts, opens in Louisville at 308 East 
Chestnut on the first floor of the 
Henry Clay Hotel.  Other bars follow, 
including Gordon's in the 600 block 
of S. Fourth and the Downtowner 
Cocktail Lounge just west of the 
Beaux Arts.  The Downtowner is the 
direct ancestor of The Connection at 
Floyd and Market.

1946

1924
The Society for Human Rights, the first 
documented LGBTQ organization in the United 
States is formed by German immigrant Henry 
Gerber and African American clergyman John T. 
Graves. The society’s newsletter, Friendship and 
Freedom, was the first gay-interest publication in 
the United States. This was during an era of the 
Comstock Act, which among other topics deemed 
all gay-interest publications illegal.

Lucy Hicks
1886 - 1954

Lucy Hicks from Waddy, Kentucky lived as 
a woman for 25 years to the age of 59 before 
following a forced physical examination, 
was found to be biologically male. Hicks was 
charged with perjury for lying on marriage 
licenses. At this time, she had just married her 
second husband. 

“I defy any doctor in the world to prove that I 
am not a woman,” Hicks told reporters in the 
midst of her perjury trial. “I have lived, dressed, 
acted just what I am, a woman.”

She was later sentenced to prison. She lived 
the remainder of her life in Los Angeles.

1945





1950s-1960s
Because homosexuals were seen as “susceptible to blackmail,” 
the FBI and post office kept a list of addresses where mail 
considered homosexual was sent. New York City and many 
other cities also passed laws against homosexuality in public. 
This included serving alcohol to homosexuals and prohibited 
men from dancing together.

1952
Homosexuality is listed as a mental disorder in 
the first and second publications of the American 
Psychiatric Association’s Diagnostic and Statistical 
Manual, further stigmatizing homosexuality in 
society. It is not removed until 1973.

1953
Louisville’s first prominent LGBTQ 
bar, The Downtowner, opens on 
Chestnut Street. After a fire in 1974, the 
establishment moves to Floyd and Market 
and is the current location of what is now 
called The Connections. 

October 4, 1954
Terri L. Jewell is born in Louisville, KY.  Though 
she would go on to live in Lansing, MI, this Afri-
can American, lesbian, feminist, poet, and writer 
would appear in hundreds of publications.  Some 
of her notable works as an editor as well as an 
author being: The Black Woman’s Gumbo Ya-Ya 
and Our Names Are Many: The Black Woman’s 
Book of Days.



May 21, 1966

April 1966

The first gay pride parade takes place 
in Los Angeles, along with protests 
in New York City, Philadelphia, 
San Francisco and Washington 
D.C. protesting the exclusion of 
homosexuals from the United States 
armed Forces.

Activists protest NYC’s 
regulation to not serve alcohol 
to known homosexuals.

1966-1969
Multiple protests in 
Los Angeles, New 
York, San Francisco 
and Chicago erupt 
in response to 
common police 
raids on gay friendly 
establishments.

1958
In a landmark ruling in favor of 
LGBTQ free speech, the Supreme 
Court rules that gay-interest 
publications are not automatically 
illegal under the Comstock Act.

1959
First publicized protest in the United 
States against police harassment 
against LGBT takes place in LA at 
Cooper’s Donuts, a popular hang-out 
for drag queens.

1962
Illinois becomes the first state to 
decriminalize same sex relationships.

September 1966
Activists picket the Chicago Tribune 
for ignoring press material and 
refusing advertising from LGBTQ 
organizations.





June 22, 1969
LGBTQ establishments across the nation begin holding memorials for Judy Garland, 
who portrayed Dorothy in The Wizard of Oz. In LGBTQ slang in 1969, a “friend of 
Dorothy” was someone who identified as LGBTQ.

July 1970
Tracy Knight and Marjorie Jones are the 
second same sex couple in the U.S. apply for a 
marriage license at the Jefferson County clerk’s 
office in downtown Louisville. This sparks the 
formation of Louisville’s Gay Liberation Front, 
Kentucky’s first gay rights group.

September 1970
The University of Louisville allows volunteers 
to teach a “Gay Liberation Class” as the 
school’s popular free alternative evening 
offerings. Despite vigorous objections by some 
members of the Kentucky State Legislature, 
university president Woodrow Strickler allows 
them to continue.

June 1970
The first anniversary of the Stonewall riots 
is marked with “Gay Liberation” marches in 
New York, Los Angeles, and Chicago. Within 
2 years, Gay Pride marches had begun in at 
least 14 other cities.

May 1971
The Gay Lib House, Louisville’s first LGBTQ 
community center and residence opens on 
Bonnycastle Avenue in the Highlands. It is 
raided 5 months later by police and shuts down 
shortly thereafter.



June 1973
Babara Gittings successfully leads the 
fight to remove homosexuality as a 
mental disorder from the American 
Psychiatric Association’s Diagnostic 
and Statistical Manual in 1973.

1973

Kelly King
birth name supposedly 
Rex Altman

The first gatherings of what would 
become the Louisville chapter of 
Metropolitan Community Church take 
place in an apartment on Belgravia 
Court in Old Louisville.

April 1978
Kelly King, a popular drag 
queen at the Oddyssey, 
a gay bar at Preston and 
Oak, is featured in a cover 
story in The Louisville 
Times Scene Magazine.  
The article details her life 
both on stage and behind 
it.  It's the first time any 
local newspaper reported 
on the gay underground 
in Louisville.  The article 
sparks a month of fierce 
protest letters to the editor.





The Louisville and 
Jefferson County Human 
Rights Commission votes 
overwhelmingly in favor 
of a resolution urging 
the Louisville Board of 
Alderman to pass a local 
gay rights ordinance.  It 
would continue to vote in 
favor of the resolution into 
the 1990s.

March 1986

Since records started in 1982, over 4,500 
cases of HIV have been diagnosed in the 
Louisville Metro Area. 54% of these cases 
are among the LGBTQ population.

1982

1982

Louisville LGBTQ activists 
mount their first public protest 
when anti-gay singer activist 
Anita Bryant appears at a 
meeting of the Kentucky Farm 
Bureau during the state fair.

1978

Despite threats of violence, Louisville LGBTQ organizes 
it’s first “March for Justice.” Designed to convince local 
lawmakers to pass a gay rights ordinance. The event serves as 
a precursor to today’s Kentuckiana Pride Festival.

June 1987

After resigning under fire from 
the Highlands branch of First 
National Bank because of his gay 
rights activism, Sam Dorr files 
suit, claiming discrimination.  
His case sparks formation 
of a large number of LGBT 
groups, including what is now 
known as the Williams-Nichols 
Collection, the LGBT library 
and archives now housed at the 
University of Louisville.

The first person with AIDS 
to succumb to the disease in 
Kentucky dies in Lexington.  He 
had immigrated to the Bluegrass 
State from Haiti.

1983

WLKY-TV features a 
groundbreaking five-part series 
of stories on gay life in Louisville 
during its evening news 
broadcasts.  On the final night, 
gay rights pioneer Jack Kersey 
speaks while strolling through 
St. James Court.  His appearance 
marks the first time a gay man in 
Louisville dared showed himself 
to the cameras as a homosexual.

May 1978



June 1991
The Fairness Campaign 
is created after two gay-
supportive aldermen are 
defeated in their primary 
elections. The Fairness 
Campaign continues to fight 
for LGBTQ rights across 
Kentucky.

Louisville native Terri L. Jewell, an 
African American Lesbian, feminist, 
poet, and writer, is the editor of Black 
Woman’s Gumbo Ya-YA: Quotations 
by Black Women and authors Our 
Names Are Many. Her work appears 
in hundreds of publications. She later 
commits suicide in 1995. 

The Louisville Board of Aldermen passes an ordinance 
banning discrimination against persons with AIDS. 
The following year, it passes a hate crimes ordinance 
prohibiting crimes based on sexual orientation and 
other categories.

1989-1990

The Louisville Youth Group forms. A community resource 
dedicated to providing LGBTQIA youth ages 14 through 
20 a safe and supportive environment and encourages 
them to be happy, healthy, and responsible members and 
leaders in our community.

August 1991

Kentucky Supreme Court 
decriminalizes consensual same 
sex relationships in the Kentucky v. 
Wasson case.

1992

“Don’t Ask Don’t Tell” a compromise measure by the 
Clinton administration to allow all citizens to serve in the 
military regardless of sexual orientation. Though it allows 
LGBTQ members to serve, they are not allowed to reveal 
their LGBTQ identity.

1994

Louisville is one of the first cities in the U.S. to 
pass non-discrimination ordinances banning 
employment and housing discrimination 
against LGBTQ individuals. 

1999





2007

2001

2003
The U.S. Supreme Court overturns laws criminalizing 
same sex relationships in the Lawrence v. Texas case. 
The landmark decision legalizes same sex relationships 
in 14 states but does not grant any rights associated with 
marriage.

2004
Kentucky passes a state constitutional amendment 
banning same-sex marriage.

September 20, 2011
“Don’t Ask Don’t Tell” is officially ended, allowing gay and lesbian individuals to 
openly serve in the military. The official policy still bans transgender individuals 
from serving.

The first Kentuckiana Pride Festival takes place in 
Louisville, Kentucky.

Brian Buford opens The University of Louisville’s staffed LGBT Center, 
the first of its kind in Kentucky.

September 2012
Strange Fruit, a weekly talk show focusing on race, gender and LGTBQ 
issues airs for the first time in Louisville, KY.



September 19, 2015
The Inaugural Louisville Pride Festival takes place. 
The festival focuses on sharing the history of the 
LGBTQ movement, celebrating diversity and 
bringing the community together as one.

June 26, 2015
The U.S. Supreme Court rules 
marriage is a fundamental right for 
all citizens. The ruling grants same 
sex couples the right to marry in all 
50 states.

2013
The first  Bluegrass Black 
Pride Festival takes place in 
Lexington Kentucky.

2014
Djuan Trent, 2010 Miss 
Kentucky becomes the first 
national pageant winner to 
come out as queer. She was 
a top 10 finalist for Miss 
America and was voted 
Contestant’s Choice.

2014
In 2014, LeTonia A. Jones was a District 8 
candidate on the ballot for City Council in 
Lexington, KY. She was one of two African 
American women to ever have been on the 
ballot for City Council in Lexington. She 
was also the first out LGBT person of color 
on the ballot. Jones is a community service 
and social justice advocate, and an advocate 
to end violence against women and girls. 
LeTonia A. Jones was born in Paducah, KY 
and has been living in Lexington since 1994. 
She is a 1997 graduate of the University of 
Kentucky with a B.A. in psychology, and 
earned an M.A. in social work in 2004. For 
16 years she was an anti-intimate partner 
violence advocate. She is currently self-
employed as a mitigation specialist and 
anti-intimate partner violence consultant. In 
2013, Lexington Mayor Jim Gray appointed 
LeTonia A. Jones to the Lexington Fayette 
Urban County Human Rights Commission, 
and she presently serves as the Commission 
Chair.

September 2015
Blue Equity Publishing  releases 
Modern Louisville.  This is 
bi-monthly glossy magazine  is 
Louisville’s first LGBTQ magazine.







38.8% Physically Harassed

18.3% Physically Assaulted

81.9% Verbally Harassed

Sources: The David Williams Archives, Vectors designed by Freepik and www.flaticon.com, University of 
Kentucky Libraries: Notable Kentucky African Americans Database,www.blackpast.org, www.dosomething.org, 
and more.  For a complete list please contact the Louisville Pride Foundation at (502) 498-4298 or visit their 
website at http://www.louisvillepride.com/




